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HOUSEHOLD FEES AND CHARGES 

455. Dr M.D. NAHAN to the Premier: 
I have a supplementary question. Does the Premier realise how many households are doing it tough and are sick 
of hearing his excuses and blame-shifting, or does he just not care? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I will take the Leader of the Opposition through it, because he clearly does not remember. In the first couple of 
years of the Liberal Party in government, the increases in power prices were 40 per cent—more than double what 
is occurring over the term of our government. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members, you ask a question and you just interject. I will not tolerate it any longer. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: In the first two years of the Liberal Party in government, the increases in water charges were 
27 per cent—more than double what occurred under Labor. Of course, Mr Speaker, we have to fix the 
Liberal Party’s mess. We will not be diverted from that course of getting Western Australia back on track. If 
members can read the forward estimates, they will know that in future years the increases in power and water 
prices are coming down significantly, because we understand the pressure that families across Western Australia 
are under. We have to remember that the Liberal Party left this state with $40 billion of debt and $3 billion 
surpluses. That is what they left us with. This is what the Liberal Party does. The Liberal Party in this state takes 
no responsibility for what it did—it takes no responsibility. Its members should actually apologise to the people 
of this state for what they did over those eight disastrous years, which this government now has to deal with. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order! 

Mr R.H. Cook: Are you going to apologise for being a drunk? 

The SPEAKER: Minister for Health, I call you to order for the first time because I was on my feet. 

Withdrawal of Remark 
Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: The Minister for Health called the Leader of the Opposition a name; I ask him to 
withdraw. 

Government members: No, he didn’t. 

Dr M.D. Nahan: I heard it. 

The SPEAKER: I heard him say he was a joke or something. 

Mr R.H. COOK: I was going for “incompetent”, but I only got to “drunk”. I withdraw it. 

Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: I heard the word “drunk”. 

The SPEAKER: Drunk? 

Mr R.H. Cook: I have withdrawn it. 

The SPEAKER: Sorry, I did not hear it; the Minister for Health has withdrawn it. 

Questions without Notice Resumed 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I repeat: fixing the mess that the Liberal Party’s eight years in office have inflicted on 
Western Australia will take many governments. The idea that Liberal members can just put their heads in the sand 
about the financial situation facing this state is ridiculous. 

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The hubris and arrogance that Liberal Party members showed on Saturday night shows that 
they have not learnt the lesson of the wildly incompetent financial management of Western Australia over their 
eight years in government. 
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